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A Study on Hoejae Yi Eon-jeok’s /mgeosiboyeong and its Effects

Lee, Jong-mook

In 1535, Yi Eonjeok(ZFZ:il) wrote his representative work Imgeosiboyeong
(MFE+F3K), a 15 part serial poem, while he resided in Dongnakdang(#&%4%,)
under Ja-Ok(%:%) Mountain, Yi Eon-eok succeeded and appropriated Juja(A4
T)'s Jaegeogamheung(FAREE), a poem written inside Juja's personal library,
musing about philosophy, ethics, and history. Then, Yi Eon-jeok wrote his own
poem musing about ‘the life of a scholar in the forest#JF),” portraying the life
as a recluse and a royal subject ; this poem became an example for the later
scholars,

In 1560, Yi Hwang(Z¥) wrote a poem borrowing rhyme from
Imgeosiboyeong. In this poem, Yi Hwang concurred with Yi Eon-jeok’s un-
cluttered lifestyle ; however, he put more emphasis on portraying life as a schol-
ar, compared to that as a recluse or a royal subject. Specifically, with regard to
‘the life of a scholar in the forest, Yi Hwang expressed different interpretations
from Yi Eon-jeok’s on the studying method and the attitude towards the king ;
these differences can be interpreted as Yi Hwang's implied criticism towards Yi
Eon-jeok, Five Years later, Yi Hwang wrote another poem, Sangeosasieunf|1IJE
PUR%IS) in which he sang a portrait of a scholar’s life in Dosan(FgLL1).

Ever after affecting Yi Hwang, Imgeosiboyeong has had prolonged effects on
the poetry of the later scholars such as Sin Jije(H.Z1#), Gwon Pil(HE#E), Yi
Huijjo(% &), Chae Paeng-yun(#£#ZJil), Bak Tae-mu(FM47%), Jo Ui-yangGHIE
%), Jeong Chung-pil(B5/&55), Yi Ya-sun(ZEIE) and Yi Jae-yeong(ZFFEAK).
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Some of them borrowed rhymes from Yi Eonjeok or Yi Hwang's poem, and
some of them wrote poems only borrowing the title, Gwon Pil accepted the
theme of Imgeosiboyeong and tried to portray his own life, and Sin Ji-je wrote
a similar poem by borrowing thymes from Gwon Pil’s poem, In terms of poetic
format, these two poets followed the sub-headings of Yi Eon-jeok’s poem, but
did not borrow the rhymes. While showing their will to follow Yi Eon-jeok and
Yi Hwang's lifestyles, their poems also convey a clear and pleasant sentiment,
which elevated the quality of poetry musing about ‘the life of a scholar in the
forest,” Afterwards, poets such as Yi Hui-jo(ZEE#), Chae Paeng-yun(ZE¥HL),
Bak Tae-mu(FME1%), and Yi Ya-sun(FEF%) not only borrowed thymes from Yi
Hwang's poem but also followed Yi Hwang's attitude and will, On the other
hand, modern literari such as Jeong Chung-pil (F&f5) and Yi Jae-yeong(ZEFEK)
borrowed rhymes from Yi Eongeok ; their poems focused on Yi Eon-jeok’s
self-cultivation, but also conveyed the agreement on Yi Hwang's philosophy. The
aforementioned poems allow us to picture the Confucian scholars” poems which

mused about ‘the life of a scholar in the forest’ during the late Joseon Dynasty.
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Yi Eon-jeok(ZFZ:), Dongnakdang(1B4%4), ImgeosiboyeongMKE+THak), Yi
Hwang(Z=8t), Sangeosasieund|LIJFEVURES), Sin Jije(B25H), Gwon Pil(fERR), Yi
Huijo(Z=&4), Chae Paeng-yun(#552/l), Bak Tae-mu(FMEr%), Jo Ui-yangGHI'H.
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